IRF Monthly Memoranda
March 2008
This paper lists significant news for the upcoming month.  It is intended as an aid to memory for Board Committee members and not as a substitute for the  newsletter.  If you would like to include any items for next month’s paper, please send them to the IRF office 479 Maitland Avenue, Teaneck, New Jersey  07666.  Thank you.  The IRF phone number is 201-833-8009.  The IRF FAX is 201-833-8011.

   
Meetings:  All meetings are at the IRF Office unless otherwise noted 

Executive Committee—Thursday, March 6-- 8:45 AM

Bike Bergen Meeting—Monday, March 10--7:30 PM

Fund Development Meeting—Monday , March 17-- 7:30 PM
Board Meeting—Tuesday, March 18—8:00AM
Fall Fundraiser Meeting—Wednesday, March 19—7:30 PM                                           Office Closed-- Friday—March 19                                                                                        Bike Bergen Meeting—Monday, March 24--7:30 PM

OVERFLOW SHELTER PROGRAM:  At a Coordinator’s meeting at the IRF a year ago, we gave a heads up that the Overflow Shelter Program  would be ending once the new county shelter in Hackensack was constructed.  Rumors have evidently been circulating that this has happened and that we no longer need congregations to help run this program.   This is not so!  The status of the building project is unclear and we have no date of completion yet, so meanwhile we absolutely rely on all of you out there to provide this essential service to the homeless singles of Bergen County.   We will try to give you fair warning when we anticipate the program ending and let you know other ways you can contribute to the IRF’s goals.  Thank you!
HACKENSACK SHELTER--  Several people have asked us about the article in the  Record this week concerning the reopening of the family shelter in Hackensack.   That is the county welfare shelter for families on public assistance.  It closed about three years ago and is now being reopened.   This will not affect our Family Shelter  (Fellowship House at St. Cecilia’s, Englewood) which has always serviced the WORKING poor!  Our families receive nothing from the government—the only donations they receive  are from you- our generous volunteers and donors.
TENNIS OUTING--  February 9th was a wonderful evening for the IRF!  Susan Payne and Associates provided an night  of fun, food and raffles that netted our organization over $10,000.00 with no work involved for  our staff.  This was the fourth annual tennis event run by Susan and her staff and each year it is getting bigger, more fun and definitely more remunerative. Thanks Susan and friends.

BIKE BERGEN--  By now you have all received the Bike Bergen brochure.  This is one of the two largest fundraisers we run every year.   Inside the brochure is a sheet with hints as to how to raise support for the cause.  If you start now, you will be amazed as to how much money you can gather in the next two months.   Last year the Homeless Helpers raised over $15,000.00 dollars and most of them were under 12 years old!
DONATIONS—Although we are a throw away society, most of us do not want to put good things on the curb and we think we know what the poor and needy want to bring them back to independent living.   Too often, at the IRF,  we receive calls asking us what to do with a collection of coats, hats and mittens, sandwiches, and such.    All of these things can be useful at a given time, but more often than not they become a distribution problem for us or any non profit agency.   If you are inclined to collect items for the poor or residents of the shelters, call first---before you start the collection.  Most agencies have limited storage and distribution facilities and mounds of clothing or food become a problem.   There is one item that any agency can always use—and that’s money- it is easily translatable into whatever commodity is currently needed! 
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SAVE THE DATE

ANNUAL MEETING—MONDAY JUNE 16

ST. ANASTASIA’S CHURCH

1095 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK
