IRF Monthly Memoranda
April 2008
This paper lists significant news for the upcoming month.  It is intended as an aid to memory for Board Committee members and not as a substitute for the  newsletter.  If you would like to include any items for next month’s paper, please send them to the IRF office 479 Maitland Avenue, Teaneck, New Jersey  07666.  Thank you.  The IRF phone number is 201-833-8009.  The IRF FAX is 201-833-8011.

   
Meetings:  All meetings are at the IRF Office unless otherwise noted 

Bike Bergen Meeting—April 7 -- 7:30 PM

Celebrate Volunteers—Wednesday, April 9--6:30

Executive Committee—Thursday, April 10-- 8:45AM

Strategic Planning Meeting—Thursday, April 10—4:00 PM
Gala Meeting—Wednesday April 16—7:30 PM                                                                Bike Bergen Meeting—April 21—7:30 PM

Housing & Community Development “Meet & Greet”—Thursday, April 24-10-12PM
JOAN HAMBURG LUNCH MEETING 
SOLAIA RESTAURANT, APRIL 29-2:00-4:00PM
22 N. VAN BRUNT, ENGLEWOOD
Bike Bergen Meeting/Training—April 28-- 7:30 PM
ANNIVERARY!!!   Wednesday, April 9 will be the exact anniversary of the opening of the Family Shelter, Fellowship House, at St. Cecilia’s in Englewood.   Exactly 20 years ago in 1988, the first family moved into that space—the cafeteria of the old St. Cecilia High School-where Vince Lombardi taught and coached—and we have been there ever since.   The space has been modified so that there are private spaces for each family, volunteers have been coming to provide delicious food, loving company and safe nights, and through it all St. Cecilia has given us the space without expectation of any payment!  410 families have entered the shelter and most have moved on to better lives thanks to the church and the wonderful volunteers of Bergen County.   On November 13th we will be having a major Gala to celebrate this event at Alpine Country Club in Demarest.  The details will be forthcoming in the next Monthly Memos.
JOAN HAMBURG—  All you fans of Joan Hamburg—she’s coming to Englewood on April 29 for a luncheon that will benefit the IRF!   To get all the particulars, you will have to listen to her show starting on April 14th .  For those few who don’t know, her show is on Monday through Friday on radio station WOR AM, 710 from 9 to 11am.   The restaurant can accommodate up to 110 people only, so don’t delay getting your tickets.
PLANT SALE—The last date to order plants  from the IRF is Friday, April 4 at noon, but there is still time to pick up wonderful annuals and also perennials at our office.  The dates are Thursday, May 1 and Friday, May 2.  Those are also the dates for those of you who did order plants to pick them up.  There is another opportunity for pick up or to buy at 479 Oak Avenue in Maywood on Saturday, May 10.  Thank you to all of you who have supported our first Annual sale.
SHELTERS—Finding people to staff the two sheltering programs of the IRF has become more difficult through the years.  Currently the Family Shelter is struggling to fill the schedule for the summer and fall and there is an immediate need for a congregation to open its doors for the Saturdays in June for the Overflow program.  That is only four nights in June and unless someone can fill this need we have no place to put these needy folk.  If you can help, please call Kate Duggan or Nancy Woods here at our office or Janet Beddoe, the coordinator of the Overflow program at 201- 894-1727.  Some congregations occasionally find themselves short of overnight chaperones.   If you are a night person and willing to help, please call Kate for that too!
WEBSITE—Have you checked out our website lately?  Have you noticed how current it is and user friendly?  Do you know that you can donate on line, make pledges, register for Bike Bergen, and volunteer for any and all our programs?   We are coming into the modern world, and we owe most of it to our 17 year old intern, Matt Russo, from Regis High School who is spending the end of his Senior year helping us out with lots of things, but especially those concerning our computers.  Thanks a lot, Matt!
DATABASE—Speaking of computers, we have just installed a new program in our computers that should make our communicating and keeping track of things much more efficient.   The way you can help us is to make sure that we have all your information—especially your e-mail.    Our mailing costs are very high—and getting higher—so if we can reach you through e-mail rather than the post office, it would help us a lot.  If you or anyone you know who is involved with us could send us your e-mail it would make us much more efficient –and richer!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
BIKE BERGEN—MAY 4
Depot Square-Park Ridge
 I.R.F. ANNUAL MEETING—JUNE 16

St. Anastasia’s, Teaneck
20TH ANNIVERSARY GALA—NOVEMBER 13

Alpine Country Club- Demarest
